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ONCE  again   "the  inaudible  and  noise-  fl  rppf  jprjc     from      the 

less  foot  of  Time"  marks  the  passing  VJ  ■  ^^^M  'g^     I  I  V-H  I  I      LI  l^i 


Pres.    J.    Ruben   Clark 

of  another  year.  Once  again  we  approach 
the  most  important  of  all  celebrations — the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  Babe  of 
Bethlehem,  which  connotes,  as  does  no 
other  event  in  all  history,  Peace  and  Good 
Will. 

Looking  in  retrospect  over  the  last  twelve 
months,  members  of  the  Church  have  good 
cause  for  gratitude  for  progress  made  and 
success  achieved.  Membership  has  increas- 
ed— seven  new  stakes  and  fifty-two  new- 
wards  have  been  organized — prospects  are 
brighter  for  building  materials  for  much 
needed  chapels  —  necessary  finances  are 
available  for  the  erection  of  such  edi- 
fices, also  for  temple  work,  for  all  phases  of 
welfare  work,  for  Church  schools,  for  the 
furthering  of  priesthood  and  auxiliary 
activity,  and  for  the  promulgation  of  the 
gospel  at  home  and  abroad.  Of  the  thirty- 
eight  missions  organized  before  the  war, 
thirty-six  are  now  functioning,  and  ap- 
pointments are  under  advisement  for  the 
opening  of  the  other  two,  and  the  establish- 
ing also  of  two  new  missions  as  soon  as 
conditions  are  more  propitious.  Evidences 
of  undaunted  faith  in  the  restored  gospel, 


Pres.    George   Albeit   Smith. 

and  of  increased  spirituality,  are  manifest 
by  individuals  and  organizations  in  all  parts 
of  the  Church — in  the  Americas,  in  Eur- 
ope, and  in  the  islands  of  the  Pacific. 

True,  the  enemy  of  all  righteousness  is 
also  active.  Whenever  he  discovers  a 
weakness  in  the  ranks  of  the  faithful,  he 
strikes  and  strikes  hard,  but  his  attacks  are 
becoming  more  and  more  impotent. 

Glancing  at  the  world  in  general,  we  see 
peoples  in  war-torn  nations  destitute,  dis- 
couraged, distracted,  and  yearning  for 
peace.  Common  people  everywhere  are 
sick  of  war.  Twice  in  a  generation  the 
cruelties,  the  beastliness  of  war  have  sick- 
ened the  heart  of  the  civilized  world.  Even 
though  we  think  we  know  the  causes,  and 
supposedly  the  justifications  of  these  world- 
wide holocausts,  the  fact  that  they  have 
occurred  in  the  centre  of  so-called  Christian 
lands  has  caused  millions  to  lose  faith  in 
the  nearness  of  the  millennium,  and  shat- 
tered confidence  in  their  fellow  men.  There 
is  a  general  feeling  among  the  masses  that 
something  is  wrong  in  the  politics  of  the 
world  and  in  the  social  and  industrial  rela- 
tions of  men,  that  war  is  not  the  solution  of 
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existing  problems.  Undoubtedly,  there  are 
today  more  people  in  the  world  than  ever 
before  who  are  ready  to  heed  the  admoni- 
tion of  the  Lord  given  through  the  Prophet 
Joseph  Smith — -"Renounce  war  and  pro- 
claim peace."  The  futility  of  war  as  a  re- 
medial factor  of  social  and  political  ills  is 
becoming  more  and  more  apparent.  It  is 
timely,  therefore,  while  the  recent  spread 
of  barbarism  and  violence  over  Europe  and 
the  Orient  is  still  shocking  the  sensibilities 
of  humanity,  for  the  nations  to  seek  as 
never  before  ways  and  means  of  renouncing 
war  forever. 

The  nineteenth  century  was  marked  by 
a  decline  in  faith  in  God  and  an  increased 
faith  in  science.  The  accomplishments  of 
science  seem  to  be  limitless.  In  many 
ways  it  has  made  life  more  comfortable  and 
beautiful,  but  it  has  also  made  life  hideous. 
Though  it  brings  into  our  homes  the  music 
of  the  spheres,  at  the  same  time  it  slays 
defenceless  women  and  children  indiscrimi- 
nately. Manifestly,  it  cannot  save  man- 
kind from  wars,  but  it  can  annihilate  the 
human  race.  The  promise  of  science  for 
human  benefits,  and  particularly  as  an 
assurance  of  peace,  is  now  questioned. 


Faith  in  God  is  the  first  essential  to 
peace.  It  is  folly  for  the  United  Nations 
now  seeking  ways  and  means  to  perma- 
nent peace  to  exclude  the  idea  of  God 
from  their  deliberations.  Only  through  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  Divine  Being  as 
Father  can  the  sense  of  human  brotherhood 
have  potency.  Only  thus  can  life  have 
purpose  and  humanity  as  a  whole  live  in 
peace. 

With  faith  in  God  must  be  associated 
the  realisation  that  peace  springs  from  the 
individual  heart.  "He  that  will  love  life, 
and  see  good  days  .  .  .let  him  eschew 
evil,  and  do  good ;  let  him  seek  peace,  and 
ensue  it."  Jesus  taught  that  "  a  man's 
duties  to  himself  and  to  his  fellow  men  are 
indissolulubly  connected."  His  idea  was 
to  have  each  individual  imbued  with  faith 
in  God,  with  desires  to  live  uprightly,  and 
to  deal  justly  with  his  fellow  men ;  then  a 
thousand,  ten  thousand,  such  individuals 
grouped  together  would  constitute  a  com- 
munity of  worshipful,  peace-loving  human 
beings.  A  thousand  such  communities 
would  make  a  nation  ;  and  a  hundred  such 
nations,  a  world  ! 

Peace,  therefore,  is  an  individual  acquisi- 
tion, a  family  duty,  a  community  attain- 
ment, a  national  possibility,  a  world  con- 
quest. 

The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  is  in  the  world  to  establish  peace 
among  mankind.  Though  brute  power, 
greed,  and  lust  are  to-day,  as  in  the  past, 
dominant  forces  in  civilisation,  yet  fol- 
lowers of  the  Prince  of  Peace  must  not 
despair;  for  in  the  fulfilment  of  God's 
purposes  "Peace,  unweaponed,  conquers 
all." 

Approximately  three  thousand  mission- 
aries— many  of  the  but  recently  discharged 
from  the  military  forces  of  their  country — 
are  now  contributing  their  time,  ability, 
and  means  to  the  promulgating  of  peace. 
Two  hundred  thousand  men  and  boys  who 
have  been  ordained  to  the  priesthood  are 
enlisted  in  the  same  great  cause.  Mem- 
bers of  the  Church  everywhere,  in  every 
(Continued  on  page  153.) 
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CHRISTMAS    REFLECTIONS 


By  ALMA 


Pres.    Alma   Sonne 

"T"HE  holiday  season  is  approaching. 
'  Every  Christian  nation  will  celebrate 
Christmas.  This  year,  as  in  the  past, 
more  attention  will  probably  be  given  to 
the  day  than  to  Him  whose  birth  is  com- 
memorated. The  reason  for  this  is  clear. 
Jesus  is  not  understood.  History  has 
failed  to  account  for  Him. 

The  unbeliever  is  baffled  before  the 
greatest  and  most  attractive  character  in 
human  history.  No  one  has  offered  a 
satisfactory  explanation  of  His  life  and  His 
appearance  among  men  except  the  one  He, 
Himself,  submitted.  "  I  came  forth  from 
the  father  " — "  Ye  are  from  beneath,  I 
am  from  above  " — "  If  ye  have  seen  me 
ye  have  seen  the  father  " — in  these  words 
He  classified  Himself  and  justified  His 
claims. 

Jesus  of  Galilee  is  the  Son  of  God.  If 
this  conviction  were  deeply  implanted  in 
the  human  mind,  Christmas  would  at  once 
become  a  day  of  worship  and  religious 
observance  and  the  sordid  demonstrations 
of  hilarity  and  mockery  characteristic  of 
present-day  celebrations  would  automatic- 
ally disappear. 


SONNE 

Jesus  Christ  deserves  every  homage.  He 
has  no  rival,  no  parallel,  no  substitute. 
Everything  connected  with  His  life  com- 
pels respect  and  attention.  He,  alone,  has 
left  an  example  for  all  men  to  follow.  His 
character  is  without  a  flaw  and  His  life 
without  a  blemish.  His  teachings  have 
stood  the  test  of  centuries  while  the 
theories,  sophisteries,  and  methods  of 
others  have  signally  failed.  He  was  the 
master  of  every  situation.  The  wisdom 
of  the  wisest  men  perished  before  the 
searching  eyes  of  His  scrutiny  and  the 
profound  comprehensiveness  of  His  under- 
standing. 

Jesus,  from  first  to  last,  was  the  great 
Teacher.  He  taught  the  learned  Nicode- 
mus,  the  rich  young  ruler,  the  pagan- 
minded  Pontius  Pilate,  and  His  gospel  was 
preached  to  the  poor.  His  truths  were 
hung  on  every  circumstance.  His  words 
will  not  die.  He  was  the  embodiment  of 
truth  in  all  of  its  manifestations.  He  per- 
sonified the  qualities  that  make  for 
leadership. 

We  see  Him  as  the  one  world  leader  to 
whom  humanity  can  look  for  guidance  and 
deliverance.  His  bid  for  such  leadership 
was  emphasised  when  He  said:  "And 
other  sheep  I  have,  which  are  not  of  this 
fold :  them  also  I  must  bring,  and  they 
shall  hear  my  voice ;  and  there  shall  be 
one  fold,  and  one  shepherd."  (St.  John 
10:16).  This  statement  constitutes  a  call 
to  all  nations,  races  and  people.  None  are 
excluded.  His  gospel  is  the  remaining 
hope  of  the  world. 

The  most  solemn  obligation  resting  upon 
professing  Christians  today  is  to  accept 
His  doctrines  of  salvation  without  reserva- 
tions and  without  the  modifications  intro- 
duced by  the  philosophies  of  man.  His 
pronouncements  are  still  in  force  and  effect. 
They  are  binding  upon  God's  children  now 
and  always.  Their  rejection  has  been  the 
cause  of  discord,  confusion  and  unhappi- 
ness.  The  true  spirit  of  Christmas  is  the 
spirit  of  Him  who  is  "  the  light  of  the 
world." 
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Greetings   from   the   Mission    Presidency 
and   Relief  Society  President 


ti^HRISTMAS"  a  word  so  dear  to  the 
^■*  many  millions,  young  and  old.  it 
brings  joy  and  happiness.  It 
gladens  the  eye  and  causes  the  heart  to 
rejoice.  It  is  a  time  for  renewal  of  friend- 
ships  and  exchanging  gifts. 

Deeper  joys  and  blessings  come  from  a 
sincere  appreciation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
real  mission  of  our  Saviour,  in  whose 
honour  all  should  bow  in  reverence.  He 
came  to  earth  to  save  mankind.  His  life 
was  sacrificed  that  we  might  have  life  ever- 
lasting and  exaltation  in  His  presence. 

The  wise  men  brought  the  first  gifts  and 
worshipped  Him  in  the  lowly  stable. 
Since  then  gifts  have  continued  to  be  given 
that  his  great  message  might  influence  for 
good  the  lives  of  men  and  nations.  Untold 
numbers  of  mortals  have  given  their  gifts 
of  time,  talents  and  their  lives  in  spreading 
this  great  message  throughout  the  earth. 

His  great  gift  to  us  is  the  plan  of  salva- 
tion whereby  we  may  prepare  ourselves  for 
exaltation  in  his  presence.  This  plan  is 
for  all  and  may  be  freely  received  through 
obedience  to  the  laws  and  ordinances  of 
the  gospel. 

Even  as  the  angels  declared  his  message 
of  "  Peace  on  earth  and  good  will  toward 
men  "  so  his  restored  message  of  these 
latter-days  brings  peace  and  good  will  to 
all  who  yield  obedience. 

The  great  missionary  movement  of  the 
church  is  concerned  with  the  work  of 
establishing  peace  in  the  hearts  of  men 
"  that  they  might  have  joy."  The  great- 
est reward  that  comes  to  the  missionary  is 
to  see  the  transformation  in  the  lives  of 
those  who  accept  the  message  of  peace  on 
earth  as  taught  by  our  Saviour  and  as 
restored  to  us  by  Him  to  our  latter  day 


leaders.  Unbounded  joy  and  happiness 
fills  the  souls  of  the  missionary  and  those 
who  discover  the  light  of  the  gospel. 

During  this  season  and  throughout  the 
year  the  South  African  Mission  Relief 
Society  President  and  Mission  Presidency 
wish  each  and  every  one  a  very  merry 
Christmas  and  a  Happy  New  Year. 

JUNE  B.  SHARP, 
WILLIAM  I.  POULTER, 
THOMAS  Y.  WILSON, 

Mission   Presidency. 

IDA  G.  SHARP, 

Relief  Society, 
President. 

Greetings    from     the     First     Presidency — From 
page  151. 

land  and  clime  where  the  message  of  the 

restored    gospel    has    been    accepted,    are 

under  obligation  to  live  at  peace  with  their 

families,    their   neighbours,    and   mankind, 

that    through    their   daily    acts,    they    will 

demonstrate  to  the  world  that  they  accept 

in    reality    the    massage    of    the    angels : 

"Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth 

peace,  good  will  toward  men." 

With  this  greetinng,  we  send  our  sincere 

prayer  that  peace  and  the  blessings  of  the 

Lord  that  follow  may  abide  in  the  hearts 

and    homes    of    members    of    the    Church 

everywhere,  and  of  honest  men  and  women 

the  world  over. 

GEO.  ALBERT  SMITH. 
J.  REUBEN  CLARK,  Jr. 
DAVID  O.  McKAY. 

The  First  Presidency. 
(From  "Improvement  Era,"  Jan.  1947.) 
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Greetings  from  the 
Transvaal   District 


With  time  passing  and  as  the  festive 
season  approaches,  we  feel  sure  that  the 
hearts  of,  all  faithful  Latter-day  Saints  are 
filled  with  appreciation  and  gratitude  for 
the  many,  many  blessings  that  have  been 
bestowed  upon  us  at  the  hands  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

Many  of  them  we  feel  we  do  not 
rightly  deserve,  and  so  it  may  be  well  for 
us  to  reconcile  the  true  meaning  and  mess- 
age of  Christmas  and  thereby  gain  a  greater 
desire  to  be  nobler  men  and  women  and 
more  Christ-like  in  our  attitudes  and  our 
speech . 

Too  often  Christmas  is  looked  forward 
to  as  a  time  of  jollification  and  excess  cele- 
bration which  tends  to  remove  from  our 
minds,  at  least  temporarily,  the  full  mean- 
ing and  motivating  force  contained  in  the 
time-honoured  message  "Glory  to  God  in 
the  Highest,  peace  on  earth,  goodwill  to- 
ward ALL  men." 

With  this  thought,  the  Transvaal  District 
Presidency,  through  the  "  Cumorah  Sou- 
thern Messenger,"  wish  to  convey  our 
sincerest  wishes  for  a  Happy  Christmas  and 
a  prosperous  New  Year  to  all  members  and 
friends  of  the  South  African  Mission  and 
to  all  those  into  whose  hands  this  message 
may  come. 

Affectionately  your  brethren, 
NORMAN  G.   MUIR. 
IZAK  C.  LOUW. 
WILLIAM   H.    BRUMMER. 
FRANCIS  M.   DONLY. 


Greetings  from  the 
Cape  District 

With  the  advent  of  Christmas  season  our 
minds  turn  more  often  to  that  magic  word 
"Peace"  in  a  world  where  peace  seems  to 
be  a  term  of  the  past.  Strange  as  it  may 
seem,  practically  all  of  the  great  powers  of 
our  modern  world  claim  to  be  followers  of 
the  greatest  advocate  of  peace  —  "The 
Prince  of  Peace  "— "  The  Holy  One."  We 
are  all  led  to  examine  ourselves  and  decide 
each  one  for  himself  where  the  fault  lies. 
Is  it  with  the  nations,  the  leaders  of  the 
nations,  or  is  it  with  ourselves? 

Christ  in  His  great  Sermon  on  the  Mount 
referred  to  His  disciples  as  "the  light  of 
the  world."  We  who  profess  to  be  be- 
lievers in  the  Gospel  of  Christ  are  His 
disciples  today,  and  it  is  up  to  us  to  provide 
as  much  light  as  Is  in  our  power  to  guide 
those  who  need  our  help. 

We,  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  have  a  far 
greater  responsibility  than  those  who  have 
not  had  the  advantage  of  receiving  the  full 
restored  Gospel.  It  is  up  to  us  to  let  the 
love  of  God  enter  into  our  hearts  and  let 
the  Son  of  God  become  our  Companion  and 
Friend.  If  we  do  that  our  words  and 
actions  will  be  such  that  we  will  be  an 
example  to  all  those  around  us. 

May  we  read  the  Holy  Word  and  do  His 
works,  and  let  that  Star  that  shone  over 
Bethlehem  be  our  guiding  Star. 

Cape  District  Presidency  : 
DANIEL  A.   CHERRETT. 
LESLIE  K.   HALSE. 
PETER  GILMOUR. 
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Pres.  Smith's  Closing  Conference 

Address 


Followinng  is  the  full  text  of  President 
George  Albert  Smith's  closing  conference 
address,  Sunday,  October  5,  1947  : 

WE  HAVE  been  celebrating  for  nearly 
a  year.  We  have  had  our  good 
times  and  there  has  been  a  time  of  pleasure 
and  recreation  and  I  am  satisfied  that  had 
our  pioneer  forbears  been  here  they  too 
would  have  gladly  joined  with  us.  The 
year  is  passing  now  and  the  centuries  are 
before  us  and  the  best  tribute  that  we  who 
are  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints  can  give  to  those  who 
are  on  the  other  side  will  be  to  honour 
God  and  keep  His  commandments  and  by 
so  doing  honour  those  whose  names  we 
bear.  By  so  doing  we  will  increase  our 
own  happiness  and  provide  opportunity  for 
happiness  for  those  who  follow  after  us  to 
the  great  world  we  live  in. 

We  will  enjoy  the  blessings  of  the  Lord 
if  we  would  only  remember  that  we  are 
the  children  of  God  and  our  responsibility 
is  greater  than  any  other  people.  No 
other  church  has  the  responsibility  that  is 
upon  this  church  because  the  Lord  has 
given  to  us  a  commandment  to  go  into  all 
the  world  and  preach  the  gospel  unto  every 
creature  and  they  that  believe  and  are  bap- 
tised shall  be  saved  and  they  that  believe 
not  shall  be  condemned.  So  it  is  not  just 
a  question  of  living  our  short  lives  in  com- 
fort but  if  we  expect  to  enjoy  eternal 
happiness  in  the  Celestial  Kingdom  we 
must  earn  it  by  doing  our  best  to  bring  as 
many  of  our  Father's  children  home  as  we 
possibly  can. 

There  is  much  that  we  might  say.  God 
has  been  good  to  us.  No  people  in  the 
world  have  more  reason  to  be  grateful  than 
we  and  here  under  the  shelter  of  this  roof 
we  can  well  pour  out  our  souls  to  Him 
who  is  the  Author  of  our  being  and  remem- 
ber with  love  those,  who  under  His  watch 
care,  made  it  possible  for  us  to  enjoy  the 
things  that  we  now  have. 


On  October  6,  1890,  in  this  Tabernacle, 
the  people  were  assembled  in  conference. 
The  Church  has  been  harassed  and  abused 
and  property  had  been  escheated  by  the 
government.  Many  had  been  imprisoned 
for  what  they  believed  and  upon  that 
occasion  the  president  of  the  Church,  Wil- 
ford  Woodruff,  among  other  things,  de- 
livered this  message  to  us  here  : 

"Inasmuch  as  laws  have  been  enacted 
by  Congress  forbidding  plural  marriages, 
which  laws  have  been  pronounced  con= 
stitutional  by  the  court  of  last  resort,  I 
hereby  declare  my  intention  to  submit 
to  those  laws,  and  to  use  my  influence 
with  the  members  of  the  Church  over 
which  I  preside  to  have  them  do  like- 
wise." 

That  is  a  part  of  the  Manifesto  of  the 
president  of  the  Church  who  at  that  time 
was   Wilford   Woodruff. 

After  that  had  been  read,  Lorenzo  Snow, 
the  man  who  later  succeeded  him  as  presi- 
dent of  the  Church,  said  : 

"I  move  that,  recognising  Wilford 
Woodruff  as  the  president  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and 
the  only  man  on  the  earth  at  the  present 
time  who  holds  the  keys  of  the  sealing 
ordinances,  we  consider  him  fully  author- 
ised  by  virtue  of  his  position  to  issue 
the  Manifesto  which  has  been  read  in 
our  hearing  and  which  is  dated  Septem- 
ber  24th,  1890,  and  that  as  a  Church  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  we  ac» 
cept  his  declaration  concerning  plural 
marriages  as  authoritative  and  binding." 

"The  vote  to  sustain  the  foregoing 
motion  was  unanimous." 

That  was  the  action  of  the  Church  at 
that  time.  The  Church  ceased  the  prac- 
tice of  plural  marriage  because  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  forbid  it.  Our 
Heavenly  Father  has  always  directed  that 
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we  sustain  the  Constitution,  the  law  of  the 
land,  and  the  Supreme  Court  had  passed  on 
that  matter. 

From  then  until  now,  there  has  been 
little  said  by  us,  and  now,  after  all  these 
years,  I  would  like  to  say  that  from  that 
time  on,  approximately  50  years,  there 
have  been  no  plural  marriages  solemnised 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  this  land  by 
The  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter=day 
Saints  by  the  authority  of  those  who 
could  have  performed  them. 

I  mention  this  because,  unfortunately, 
there  are  some  people  in  the  world  who  are 
still  insisting  that  we  no  longer  pay  atten- 
tion to  the  Manifesto,  that  it  does  not  bind 
us  now,  and  by  that  attitude  some  men 
and  women  are  falling  into  adultery  and 
committing  a  sin  not  only  against  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  but  against 
the  Church  itself.  And  yet  they  say  that 
because  we  are  not  talking  about  it,  that 
we  condone  it. 

I  would  like  to  say,  as  president  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  we  do  not  condone  it.  We  desire 
our  people  to  obey  the  law  of  the  land  in 
reference  to  marriage.  If  you  hear  any- 
body say  that  the  leadership  of  the  Church 
is  not  in  harmony  with  the  Manifesto  of 
Wilford  Woodruff  as  sustained  by  the 
Church,  then  you  may  know  that  they  are 
mistaken. 

I  regret  that  it  is  necessary  to  refer  to 
that  matter,  but  there  are  those  who  are 
going  among  the  people  encouraging  the 
violation  of  the  moral  law.  That  is  what 
they  are  doing,  and  if  the  Church  of  Jesus 
Christ  stands  for  anything,  it  stands  for 
morality,  and  so  to-day,  in  the  conclusion 
of  this  conference,  I  call  your  attention  to 
this  matter. 

Now  I  would  like  to  say  to  my  brethren 
and  sisters,  no  people  in  the  world  are 
more  greatly  blessed  than  we.  It  is  mar- 
vellous what  our  Heavenly  Father  has  done 
for  us.  The  Church  grows,  increases  and 
becomes  stronger  as  the  days  come  and  go. 

We  are  permitted  twice  a  year  to  come 
into  this  great  building  in  a  semi-annual 


general  conference  and  meet  as  we  have 
been  during  the  last  three  days  to  be  in- 
structed by  our  brethren  and  here  under 
the  influence  of  the  spirit  of  the  Lord  we 
are  taught  to  observe  the  laws  of  the  land 
and  to  keep  the  commandments  of  our 
Heavenly  Father. 

Now  to=day  I  think  we  have  reason  to 
be  grateful.  There  is  trouble  ahead. 
The  world  is  in  a  sickened  condition  and 
until  the  people  of  the  world  repent  of 
their  sins  and  return  to  the  true  and 
living  God,  there  will  be  no  peace  that 
will  be  worthy  of  the  name  and  it  is  our 
duty  to  set  the  example ;  it  is  our  duty 
to  hold  aloft  the  banner  of  truth. 

It  is  our  duty  to  encourage  our  Father's 
other  children  to  listen  to  His  advice  and 
counsel  and  so  adjust  things  that  where- 
ever  we  are  we  will  find  the  spirit  of  God 
burning  in  our  souls  and  our  influence  will 
be  for  good. 

I  pray  that  we  may  continue  faithful. 
I  congratulate  those  of  you  who  are  able 
to  attend  the  conference  at  this  time,  I  feel 
like  blessing  the  choir  which  has  rendered 
such  splendid  music  and  the  Relief  Society 
Singing  Mothers  who  have  sung  for  us. 
I  am  grateful  to  them  and  I  pray  the  Lord 
to  bless  them  and  bless  us  all  that  we  may 
be  worthy  not  only  to  be  members  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  but  that  we  may  be  worthy  to  be 
called  sons  and  daughters  of  the  living 
God,  and  seek  to  do  His  will,  and  keep 
His  commandments. 

God  lives.  Jesus  is  the  Christ.  The 
land  that  we  live  upon,  in  all  parts  of  this 
earth,  belongs  to  Him.  We  are  only 
tenants  here.  He  places  us  here  with  the 
opportunity  to  prepare  ourselves  for  eternal 
happiness  and  promises  us  that  in  due  time 
this  world  shall  become  a  Celestial  King- 
dom. How  wonderful  it  is  for  us  to  know 
that  we  have  a  chance  to  earn  our  place  in 
that  kingdom  by  followinng  the  advice  and 
counsel  that  He  gives  us.  If  we  continue 
to  do  that,  happiness,  satisfaction  and  joy 
will  be  our  reward. 

(Continued  on  page  158.) 
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/"NN  November  19,  President  Sharp  flew  Lo 
^■^  Johannesburg  on  a  quick  business  trip 
that  opened  the  way  for  travel  concessions 
for  the  Elders  that  will  be  coming  to  Cape 
Town  for  the  Mission  Conference  to  be 
held  here  at  Cumorah  during  the  week  of 
the  20th  to  the  28th  of  December.  This 
will  be  the  first  Christmas  Conference, 
which  in  the  past  has  been  a.L  annual  affair, 
since  the  Elders  left  South  Africa  in  1940 
because  of  the  war.  This  occasion  has  al- 
ways been  a  highlight  in  the  lives  of  the 
missionaries  and  has  been  one  of  the  most 
looked  forward  to  affairs  of  the  entire 
missionary  experience.  This  year,  we  are 
happy  to  announce,  there  will  be  more  mis- 
sionaries present  than  there  has  been  at  any 
previous  time.  At  the  moment  there  are 
thirty-nine  missionaries  that  will  be  here 
for  this  wonderful  occasion,  but  it  is  pos- 
sible that  more  will  be  arriving  from  the 
States  in  time  to  join  in  on  the  festivities. 

Under  the  able  supervision  of  President 
June  B.  Sharp  plans  and  arrangements  are 
being  made  to  make  this  a  glorious  week. 
Full  of  testimony  meetings,  business  meet- 
ings, parties  denoting  this  festive  occasion, 
a  Missionary  Concert  and  an  athletic  con- 
test between  the  Transvaal  and  Cape 
Elders  will  all  go  to  add  to  the  excitement 
and  spirit  of  such  a  grand  affair.  Already 
the  spirit  of  enthusiasm  is  running  high 
among  all  who  will  be  here. 

Much  to  the  surprise  of  all,  the  President 
arrived  in  Johannesburg  just  in  time  to  be 
with  his  son,  Elder  Alan  Sharp,  as  Alan 
had  to  undergo  an  appendectomy.  Al- 
though it  was  not  an  emergency  operation, 
we  were  all  thankful  that  President  Sharp 
was  able  to  be  there  at  the  time  and  we  are 
all  glad  to  hear  that  the  operation  was  com- 
pletely successful  and  that  Elder  Sharp  is 
already  back  to  his  residence  and  will  soon 
be  back  to  work.  Elder  Sharp  is  the  third 
Elder  to  undergo  this  operation  in  a  little 
over  two  months'  time.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  this  appendix  bug  has  at  last  been 
caught  and  that  we  won't  have  any  more 
of  these  kind  of  cases. 

Within  this  last  month   two  fine  news- 


paper write-ups  have  been  given  to  various 
Elders.  Elders  Jewkes  and  Roland  were 
featured  in  the  local  newspaper  in  Springs, 
and  the  four  Elders  in  Durban,  Elders 
Berlin,  Jenkins,  Bowles  and  Thackeray 
received  a  very  fine  write-up  which  in- 
cluded an  excellent  picture  of  the  four  of 
them  together.  It  is  truly  wonderful  to 
watch  the  hand  of  the  L,ord  as  He  aids  us 
in  spreading  His  Gospel  throughout  this 
land. 

During  the  month  of  October  we  hear  of 
the  blessings  of  the  babies  of  Brother  Peter 
and  Mrs.  Mayra  Kelly  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Tommy  Jubber  in  the  Springs 
Branch  area. 

From  East  London  we  hear  of  the  safe 
arrival  of  a  son  to  Mr.  and  Sister  B.  Deane. 
On  the  8th  of  October  Brother  William 
Sweeney,  of  the  Durban  Branch,  married 
Miss  Barbara  Barry.  Our  congratulations 
and  best  wishes  for  a  very  happy  and  suc- 
cessful future.  On  the  6th  of  November 
the  Durban  Relief  Society  held  a  very  suc- 
cessful social  and  on  the  9th  the  Relief 
Society  put  on  a  Pageant,  "This  is  the 
Place."  We  are  happy  to  hear  of  the  new 
arrival  in  the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister 
J.  M.  Jakins.  On  the  26th  of  November 
they  were  blessed  with  a  fine  baby  boy. 

The  Springs  Branch  Relief  Society  held 
a  very  successful  Bazaar  on  the  8th  of 
November  in  spite  of  the  small  group  that 
attended.  Our  congratulations  to  them. 
From  Springs  we  also  hear  of  the  birth  and 
death  of  the  baby  of  Sister  Mary  Staydom  ; 
please  accept  our  sincerest  sympathies. 
Congratulations  are  in  order  to  Bro.  Hughie 
Campbell  and  Miss  Susan  Elizabeth 
Williams  on  their  recent  marriage.  Con- 
gratulations also  to  Bro.  and  Mrs.  Ernest 
Johnson  for  the  new  arrival,  a  baby  boy, 
in  their  home. 

The  Primary  in  Port  Elizabeth  had  a 
concert  last  month  which  turned  out  to  be 
very  fine  and  was  well  attended.  On  the 
13th  the  Relief  Society  had  a  Bazaar  in  the 
afternoon  and  a  social  in  the  evening  and 
both  were  a  complete  success  with  large 
turnouts. 
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Sunday  School  Sacrament  Gem 
and    Concert    Recitations    for 
January,     1948 


RELIEF    SOCIETY    CORNER 

Ida  G.   Sharp 


Sacrament  Cem. 

In    memory    of    the    broken    flesh 
We  eat  the  broken  bread, 
And  witness  with  the  cup  afresh 
Our  faith  in  Christ  our  Head. 

Gospel  Doctrine. 

Therefore  to  him  that  knoweth  to  do 
good,  and  doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin. 

James  4:17. 

Gospel  Message. 

Use  boldness,  but  not  overbearance ;  and 
also  see  that  ye  bridle  all  your  passions, 
that  ye  may  be  filled  with  love ;  see  that  ye 
refrain  from  idleness. 

Alma  39  :12. 

Seniors. 

No  man  can  serve  two  masters ;  for 
either  he  will  hate  the  one  and  love  the 
other,  or  else  he  will  hold  to  the  one  and 
despise  the  other.  Ye  cannot  serve  God 
and  Mammon.  3  Nephi  13  :24. 

juniors. 

Thou  shalt  not  be  idle ;  for  he  that  is 
idle  shall  not  eat  the  bread  nor  wear  the 
garments  of  the  labourer. 

D.  &  C.  42:42. 

Intermediate  Class. 

The  wicked  flee  when  no  man  pursueth  : 
but  the  righteous  are  bold  as  a  lion. 

Proverbs   28 : 1 . 

Primary. 

Children,  obey  your  parents  in  the  Lord  : 
for  this  is  right.  Ephesians  6:1. 

Kindergarten. 

Jesus  gave  the  golden  rule, 
Maybe   you   don't   know   it, 
But  'tis  known  to  all  our  school 
And  do  not  overthrow  it. 


Ice  Box  Rolls 

2  teaspoons  salt,  6  cups  flour,  \  cup 
sugar,  2  yeast  cakes,  \  cup  water  for  yeast 
cake,  3  eggs,  \  cup  melted  shortening,  1 
cup  warm  water. 

Mix  with  a  large  spoon  and  let  rise  until 
doubled  in  bulk,  now  place  in  ice  box  over- 
night or  at  least  6  hours.  About  2  hours 
before  serving  them  remove  from  the  ice 
box  and  divide  in  4  parts.  Now  take  each 
fourth  and  roll  out  on  floured  board  as  if 
making  a  pie.  Roll  quite  thin  about  \  inch 
thick.  Now  spread  with  more  melted 
shortening.  Cut  in  half  and  then  in  four 
pieces  and  cut  each  fourth  into  three  pieces 
like  a  pie,  making  12  pieces  in  all.  Now 
roll  from  the  outside  edge  to  the  centre 
and  place  about  2  inches  apart  on  a  greased 
baking  sheet  and  let  rise.  Bake  in  hot  oven 
400  degrees  until  light  brown,  about  10 
minutes.     This  makes  48  rolls. 

These  rolls  can  be  made  without  putting 
in  the  ice  box,  but  to  put  them  in  improves 
them  very  much. 

Pres.    Smith's    Closing    Conference    Address 

From  page  156. 

I  know  that  God  lives.  I  know  that 
Jesus  in  the  Christ.  I  know  that  Joseph 
Smith  was  a  prophet  of  the  living  God  and 
the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  is  upon  the  earth. 
The  power  and  authority  of  the  priesthood 
is  here  and  if  we  will  observe  the  advice 
that  has  been  given  to  us,  if  we  will  honour 
Him,  who  is  the  Author  of  our  being,  not 
only  we  but  our  children  and  children's 
children  will  be  among  those  whom  God 
will  bless  throughout  eternity.  That  is 
my  testimony  and  I  bear  that  witness  to 
you  this  day  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Amen. — From  Dcseret  News. 
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CHRISTMAS   PACKAGE. 

By  SYLVIA  PROBST. 

I  didn't  have  money  for  shopping, 
But  I  send  my  gift  no  less, 
And    it's    wrapped    in    the    loveliest    wrap- 
pings, 
The  tissue  of  happiness, 
The  seals  are  choice  little  memories, 
And  it's  tied  so  it  won't  come  apart 
With   the  best  that   I   could   be  affording  : 
It  is  tied  with  the  strings  of  my  heart, 
So  open  it  with  all  of  the  others ; 
It  is  practical,  please  use  it,  too, 
For  the  gift  that  is  under  the  wrapping 
Is  my  love  that  I'm  sending  to  you. 

(From   "Improvement  Era") 

TIME    ERASED. 

By  BELLA  ADAMS  LEITNFR. 

The  little  boy  that  used  to  be 
On  Christmas  morning  watched  the  tree. 
He  hid  beneath  a  man's  disguise, 
But,   oh,   the  sparkle  in  his  eyes. 

He  watched  small  son  with  great  delight 
And  how  his  heart  leaped  at  the  sight 
Of  Junior  opening  up  his  toys, 
And  then — there  were  two  little  boys. 

One  half  past  three  and  one — oh  well, 
His  age  in  years  why  need  to  tell ; 
It  did  not  matter  as  they  played 
With  auto,  train,  and  gay  parade. 

A  circus,  games,  toy  pop-gun, 
I'm  sure  I  do  not  know  which  one 
Was  happier — -the  half  past  three 
Or  grown-up  lad  that  used  to  be. 

(From  "Improvement  Era") 


CHRISTMAS  EVE. 

By  IDA  DORSEY. 

The  angels  sang  near  Bethlehem, 
And   radiant  was  glory  there. 
The  manger  knew   the   Eastern   gifts, 
But  Mary  knelt  in  prayer. 

The   stars  still   shine   on   Bethlehem, 
And   one's  rays  always  shine. 
Oh,  Christ,  how  dare  we  so  forget 
The   glory   that   is   Thine? 

Blind   eyes,    deaf  ears,    and   scornful   lips 
Are  turned  toward  Thy  cross, 
While  little  children  know  Thee  not, 
But  worship  Santa  Claus. 

Some  night,  with  stars  on  Bethlehem, 
May  mankind  kneel  again, 
Having  learned  the  need  of  peace  on  earth 
And  Thy  good  will  toward  men. 

(From   "Improvement   Era") 


LOVE    KEEPS    CHRISTMAS. 

By  CLARENCE  EDWIN  FLYNX. 

Love  keeps  Christmas  even'  year, 
Lights  a  candle,  trims  a  tree, 
Hangs  a  stocking,   scatters  cheer, 
Sings  a  carol  merrily. 
Love  keeps  Christmas  every  year, 
Thinks  of  happy  things  to  say, 
Brings  hearts  from  the  distance  near, 
Why  not?     Christmas  is  its  Day! 

( From   ' ' Improvement  Era" 
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From  the  Missionaries  of  South  Africa — 

May  Joy  and  Happiness  be  yours  throughout 
the  Season  and  the  Coming  Year 


CAPE 

President  June  B.  Sharp, 
Sister  Ida  G.  Sharp, 
Sister  Helen  Sharp, 
Sister  LaJune  Sharp. 
Elder  Ash  T.  White, 
Elder  Harvey  G.  Evans, 
Elder  Merlin  H.  Workman, 
Elder  Robert  B.  Herzog, 
Elder  Win.  Irvin  Poulter,  Jr., 
Sister  Catherine  C.  Poulter, 
Elder  Duane  S.  Williams, 
Elder  G.  Phillip  Margetts, 
Elder  J.  Richard  Clark, 
Elder  Kenneth  H.  Mitchell, 
Elder  LeRoy  E.  Stevens, 
Elder  Milton  V.  Backman,  Jr., 
Elder  ().  Juan  Whiting, 
Elder  Calvin  G.  Webb, 
Elder  (lien  J.  Pinegar, 
Elder  Richard  J.  Reisner, 

Cumorah,   Main  Road,  Mowbray,   Cape 

Town. 


EASTERN    PROVINCE 

Elder  1  )onald  M.  Crane, 
Elder  Leonard  K.   Roberts, 

18,    Marshall    Street,    Cambridge,    East 

London. 
Elder  LeGrande   D.    Barrett, 
Elder  Jule  L.  C.    Perry, 

40,   Maekav   Street,   Port  Elizabeth. 


TRANSVAAL 

Elder  A.  Claire  Rozsa, 
Elder  Alan  (i.   Sharp, 
Elder  Jack  H.  Braithwaite, 
Elder  E.   Phillip  Morgan, 

395,    Commissioner    Street,     Fairview, 

Johannesburg. 

Elder  Kenneth  L.  Kuttler, 

Elder  (bant  F.  Chandler, 

189,    Van     Hogen    Street,    West    En  1, 
Pretoria. 

Elder  J.  Paul  Jewkes, 
Elder  Oscar  W.   Rowland, 

21,  Middlesex  Road.  Springs  Extension, 

Elder  Marquis  S.  Cheney, 
Elder  (birth  M.«  Paxman, 

6,     Third     Street,     District     Township, 

Krugersdorp. 


NATAL 

Elder  Dean  T.  Berlin. 
Elder  Davie  F.  Jenkins, 

'24,   Flemming  Johnston    Rd.,    I'nihilo, 

Durban. 

Elder  (1.  Ronald  Bowles, 
Elder  Darrel  R.  Thackery, 

2(i(),    Innes  Road,    Durban. 

Elder  Alvin  ().  Price, 
Elder  Marriner  K.  Norr, 

290,    Victoria   Street,    Pietermarit zburg. 
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